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Best flight sites

> Kayak.com 

Offers apps for the iPhone, Android and 
Blackberry
Many travel publications rate kayak.
com as the best place to start planning a 
trip. Plug in a few details, and this search 
engine will pull from hundreds of travel 
sites to allow you to compare prices across 
the web on flights, hotels, rental cars and 
cruises. Kayak.com also lists historical fare 
stats to help you choose the cheapest flight 
time and offers e-mail alerts about price 
changes related to your specific plans. But 
keep in mind that discount carriers such as 
Southwest Airlines aren’t always included 
in search results.

> Yapta.com

Offers an app for the iPhone
In addition to offering fare-tracking 
updates, Yapta.com tracks specific flights 
after tickets have been purchased on its 
website. Wishing you’d found a better deal 
for the nonstop to Miami you just bought? 
Enter your flight number, and if the price 
has decreased enough to cover re-ticketing 
fees, the site sends you an e-mail alert 
so you can get a refund or credit for the 
difference. Yapta.com uses the same search 
engine as kayak.com.

> Priceline.com

Offers an app for the iPhone
At priceline.com, you can bid below 
published prices on flights, hotels and 
rental cars. Just select an area, enter a 
price and credit card info, and place a bid 
on where you want to stay. The card is 
charged only if the offer is accepted. If the 
bid is too low, you can try again. However, 
if the amount is rejected, you can’t bid 
again for 24 hours unless you’re willing to 
settle for a lower-star hotel. Priceline.com 
is praised for its ability to land affordable, 
upscale rooms.

> Airfarewatchdog.com

An actual staff of people at 
airfarewatchdog.com searches for deals 
on flights from the U.S. and Canada and 
puts them on the web as soon as they’re 
available. The site also provides useful 
information such as restrictions, minimum-
stay requirements and a daily list of the 
50 best fares around the globe, which 
sometimes yields round-trip flights for as 
low as $20.

> Zicasso.com

If you want to travel internationally but 
lack the motivation to plan, 
zicasso.com’s travel specialists can help. 
Want to go rock climbing in South 
America? Haven’t figured out anything 
past the rock climbing part? Just provide a 
few details about your budget, the type of 
accommodations you’re looking for and a 
vague description of what you’re interested 
in doing. Within two business days, you’ll 
get a free sample itinerary with price 
quotes from up to three travel companies.

Best hotel sites

> Hotelicopter.com, Hotelly.com,    
       Hotelscombined.com

These three sites sift through the 
competition by combing through 30 or 
more travel sites from Hilton to Marriott 
for the best deals. But watch out because 
aggregators such as these don’t always 
double-check that they are marketing the 
prices at vendor price, and the buyer might 
not get the cheaper fare. 

> TripAdvisor.com

TripAdvisor.com lets you know what 
you’re getting into before you arrive at 
your destination. With hotel reviews 
sorted by cost, features and type of travel, 
it’s the site to rely on for pre-booking. 

> CruiseCritic.com

Spring break is just around the corner, 
and for many, the idea of a cruise sounds 
amazing. CruiseCritic.com provides all 
you need to know about vacations at sea. 
Search the site by region or cruise line, 
or read user recommendations on the 
message boards. Although it’s best to plan 
ahead with these voyages, the site offers 
last-minute deals and steals to kick off the 
warm-weather season.

> Yelp.com

Offers an app for smartphones
Gaining popularity and credibility for 
allowing consumers to tell it like it is, 
yelp.com is full of user feedback on hotels 
and hostels. You can expect those reviews 
and rankings to be honest and up-to-
date. And with mobile apps for most 
smartphones, procrastinators can arrive 
at a destination and find a good hotel 
recommendation that day. 


