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Art

The soul of an artist

8a.m. Leave Columbia, and travel west on Interstate 
70 for approximately two hours. The gas for this trip 

will set you back approximately $40 round trip.

10 a.m. Arrive at Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art.

WHERE: 525 Oak St., Kansas City, Mo.
WHEN: Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Thursday and 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Sunday, noon to 5 p.m.
COST: Free, but some exhibits might require 
admission
CALL: 816-751-1278

Hello, artist: Meet paradise. The Nelson-Atkins is the 
central art museum for the Kansas City area. The museum 
opened in 1933 and houses 33,500 works from several 
cultures including African, American, American Indian, 
Chinese, European and Japanese art. The mediums vary 
from pottery and statues to paintings and photography. The 
gallery contains paintings by famous post-impressionists 
Van Gogh and Cezanne and an exhibit featuring Monet’s 
Water Lilies.

With 23,000 square feet of exhibit space, Nelson-Atkins’ 
modern and contemporary collections are extensive. The 
exhibit has both European and American art created after 
1900 and includes paintings, drawings and sculptures. 
Famous names that adorn the museum’s walls include Mark 
Rothko, Jackson Pollock and Andy Warhol.

A large amount of time should be set aside to visit this 
museum’s expansive collections. Nelson-Atkins also has 
traveling exhibits that change throughout the year.

1 p.m. Walk down the street to arrive at Kemper 
Museum of Contemporary Art.

WHERE: 4420 Warwick Blvd.
WHEN: Tuesday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
Friday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sunday, 
11 a.m to noon. Closed Mondays
COST: Free
CALL: 816-753-5784

The second stop on this artistic pilgrimage is the Kemper 
Museum of Contemporary Art. Only a short walk from 
Nelson-Atkins and the Kansas City Art Institute, Kemper 
houses more than 1,000 works with the earliest pieces dating 
back to 1913. The museum is composed of three sections: 
Kemper, Kemper at the Crossroads and Kemper East. These 
three areas bring the total gallery space to almost 24,500 
square feet. “Most of the works are paintings, but we have 
works in every medium,” says Margaret Keough, director of 
marketing and communications for Kemper. “What’s nice is 
that you have the art of the past, which is Nelson-Atkins, the 
art of the present, which is Kemper, and the art of the future 
at the Kansas City Art Institute.” 

The museum hosts 10 to 12 different exhibits 
throughout the year, featuring artists from the U.S. and 
around the world. Kemper also hosts lectures, workshops 
and “Meet Me at the Museum,” which is a discussion of 
current exhibits at the museum that occur on the first 
Sunday of every month. Also stop by the Café Sebastienne. 
With a rotating lunch menu and a focus on American 
cuisine, you can take a break and enjoy another famous 
artistic medium — food.

3p.m. Head southwest, and cross the Missouri-
Kansas border en route to Overland Park, Kan. Don’t 

worry. You are going to a cultured place, so you won’t find 
any Jayhawks there.

3:30 p.m. Arrive at Nerman Museum of 
Contemporary Art.

WHERE: 12345 College Blvd., Overland Park, Kan.
WHEN: Tuesday through Thursday and Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sunday, noon to 
5 p.m.
COST: Free
CALL: 913-469-3000

Toto, I don’t think we are in Missouri anymore. The Nerman 
Museum of Contemporary Art is located on the Johnson 
County Community College campus in Overland Park, Kan. 
The museum has been open for three years but contains 
works dating back to World War II. The permanent 
collection houses thousands of works by professional artists 
primarily from the U.S.

Nerman has so much art that it has spilled beyond 
its gallery walls. Installations are scattered throughout 
the campus. “In 2006, we were named one of the top-10 
campuses for public art,” says Karen Gerty-Folk, curator 
of education at Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art. 
The campus has more than 16 major installations and more 
than 350 other works. The museum holds two-month-
long exhibits in addition to the permanent collection. 
“Contemporary art is really a reflection of our time,” Gerty-
Folk says. “There is something here for everyone.”

If Picasso’s blue period is 
a common conversation 
topic, this day trip might 
be the perfect stroke to 
a one-day masterpiece. 
Escape your canvas-strewn 
home, and explore these 
three art museums in the 
Kansas City area. Including 
paintings, photographs and 
installations, these museums 
have plenty for the creative 
soul. Because Michael’s 
absorbs most of starving 
artists’ disposable income, it’s 
a good thing these museums 
won’t cost a penny. Put down 
the brush, and get inspired.

 DARREN ORF

The Nelson-Atkins Museum houses more than 33,000 works from cultures around the world as well as several exhibits that change throughout 
the year. Works include pottery, paintings, drawings and sculptures.


