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BLAST FROM THE PAST

This is a trip for someone stuck in the past. It is the perfect quick trip for a friend, family 
member or colleague who thinks watching the History Channel and curling up with a 
favorite David McCullough book is a successful Friday night. Although the Smithsonian 
might be his or her personal mecca, for less than $10, these four great museums in 
Missouri will satisfy any days-gone-by crave — in a single day on the cheap.

 DARREN ORF

9:30 a.m. Wake up, and prepare for a full day of 
history. The entire day’s trip will cost you about 

$35 in gas. Fill up, and drive 40 minutes east to Fulton.

10a.m. Arrive at National Churchill Museum, and 
prepare to learn a lot about World War II.

WHERE: 501 Westminster Ave, Fulton
WHEN: Daily, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
COST: $6 for adults, $4 for college students, free for 
members
CALL: 592-5234
 
A museum dedicated to the prime minister of Great Britain 
might appear out of place in the middle of Missouri, but 
the building rests on the site of Churchill’s famous “Iron 
Curtain” speech. Sixty-five years later, the National Churchill 
Museum stands as a reminder of that historic speech and the 
extraordinary man who led Great Britain into World War II, 
one of the most fierce wars in history. 

Located on Westminster College’s campus, the museum 
houses artifacts and correspondence from all periods of 
Churchill’s life, from birth to death. “He was a man who lived 
through World War I, World War II and the Cold War, so 
we have all that information,” says Mandy Plybon, education 
and public programs coordinator. “We have more artifacts 
on display in our new museum. In 2006, we reopened with 
a brand new exhibition. Before that it was just a handful of 
artifacts, but now it’s more interactive.” All the artifacts detail 
the life and work of England’s favorite bald man (not including 
Patrick Stewart).

11  a.m. Head back to Interstate 70, and drive east to 
St. Louis for approximately two hours.

1 p.m. Park the car, and make your way through the 
exhibits at The Missouri History Museum.

WHERE: Lindell & DeBaliviere in Forest Park
WHEN: Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
COST: Free (fees might apply for special exhibitions)
CALL: 314-746-4599

In St. Louis, you are in the land of free museums. The first of 
these free beauties is the Missouri History Museum, which 
houses national artifacts and items relating to the history 

The National Churchill Museum is located on the Westminster College campus in Fulton. The exhibit houses artifacts from all 
periods of Winston Churchill’s life, from World War I to the Cold War.


