
In the flower-strewn workroom 
of Kent’s Floral Gallery, Jeremy Estes’ 
hands are moving rapidly. He pulls 
apart tiny pink buds to arrange with 
white hydrangeas, daisies and oregonia 
greenery. He might look out of place with 
his muscles bulging through his T-shirt 
and rhinestone earrings glittering, but 
from his motions, it’s clear he wears the 
title of floral designer quite well.

+ JESSICA PErkInS

How did you get into the industry?
It started through courses at the Columbia 
Area Career Center. I wanted to do 
landscaping. None of the local greenhouses 
were taking interns, so I had to intern at a 
flower shop. I had a rebellious attitude at 
first, but it came naturally.

What is your design style like?
My style is pretty modern with clean lines 
and a lot of geometric shapes. It can be 
as simple as doing a pavé design in a cube 
vase with roses at the same height — 
monochromatic.
 
What was one of your favorite 
arrangements?
For Art in Bloom at the MU Museum of 
Art and Archaeology, I picked an art piece 
there and interpreted it with flowers. I 
did a tribal headpiece, and I had to wheel 
it down the street because it wouldn’t fit 
in the van and was tremendously heavy. 
It was windy, and I thought the wind was 
going to knock the whole thing over. It 
stood 5 or 5 feet 6 inches tall.

What’s it like to work with brides?
I enjoy the wedding planning process. 
We don’t get too many bridezillas. More 
often, we get momzillas trying to relive 
the wedding they never had, and their 
tastes are different from their daughters’. 

It is the same when we do prom. We have 
had moms and their daughters stand at 
the counter arguing, and I think: “It’s just 
flowers. Calm down.”

Which celebrity wedding flowers 
would you like to arrange?
I know she’s already married, but I would 
do Celine Dion’s wedding or someone who 
has classic style and would be over-the-top. 
I’m picturing all white and crystals.

What are some of the more 
expensive flowers you use?
Depending on the time of year, even some 
of the flowers you’d think are common can 
be pretty expensive. Anything tropical 
is more expensive: bird of paradise, 
parakeet heliconia, lobster claw heliconia, 
pincushion protea or pink mink protea. 
They have all these crazy little names. My 
favorite is the lady-slipper orchid because 
it’s not overused.

What’s the most extravagant floral 
arrangement you’ve made?
When I worked at Columbia Flowers, a 
man called from South America. He was 
dating a woman at MU, and he wanted to 
send her 10 dozen roses in one container. 
We had to buy a big urn; I think we got it 
at Lowe’s because we didn’t have any vases 
large enough. We ended up putting it in 
her garage because it wouldn’t fit through 
her door. It was hundreds of dollars.

endnotes
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on the job fLoRAL desIGneR

AnnA FurstenAu, 20
“I Googled Google Voice 

to contact a friend in 
South Africa.”

DOrIs sCrIBner, 46
“I do medical interpretation, so I 
Googled a Russian dictionary to 

look up the pronunciation of lactate 
dehydrogenase (a liver function).”

LIZ MILes, 44
“Google. I’m doing

a term paper on 
Google.”

tOM ALGIere, 67 
“How to plant Jerusalem 
artichokes, which aren’t 

artichokes at all.” 

PAuL IWeZe, 30
“I burned my hand, 

so I looked up what to eat
and what vitamins to take

to help my skin grow back.”

What is the last thing
you Googled?

+ kAYLA  ALEWEL
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