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If flipping your wig is wrong, then 
David Orr doesn’t want to be right. As 
owner of The David Salon, Orr styles 
custom wigs and makes bald heads a 
thing of the past.

+ RYAN CORNELL

How do you make custom wigs?
I make a template, that way I can mold 
it to the client’s head shape. I put a 
plastic bag over his or her head — not 
over their nose — and add several layers 
of packing tape crisscrossing over that 
to give it rigidity. Because I can see 
through it, I can mark exactly where 
the natural hairline is, which direction 
the hair should flow and where you 
want to put clips or tape pads.          

What are typical prices for 
custom wigs? 
The custom pieces usually start at $700 
or $800 for synthetic or human hair 
wigs. With that, you can get exactly 
what you want. You can get it custom-
fit in the cap or get exactly the color 
or curl pattern or lack thereof. If you 
want it black on the bottom, pink on 
one side and orange on the other, you 
can do that, but I’ve never ordered one 
like that.

How long do custom wigs last?
It depends on how much you wear them. 
If a woman takes good care of a wig, 
it can last for several years assuming 
she treats it with some respect. Guys’ 
hairpieces are different. A lot of times 
they like to sleep in them, which messes 
them up a lot faster. I guess some guys 
like to think that their wives don’t even 
know they wear a hairpiece.

What should people consider 
when buying a wig?

Ease of care is a big one. I end up 
selling more synthetic wigs because the 
style is molded into the fiber. When 
it comes time to clean them, you can 
just swish them around in a cleaning 
solution, rinse them out, put them on 
a block and let them dry. With human 
hair, it’s just like regular hair. You wash 
it, and it goes straight or flat and then 
it needs to be styled.

What common mistakes do 
people make when picking wigs?
My male clients are usually in denial 
about how much gray hair they have. 
They want to put a black hairpiece 
on a head of white hair and act like 
they’re graying at the temples. It looks 
ridiculous. People say, “I can always tell 
a hairpiece.” Well, you can only spot 
the bad ones. The good ones can walk 
right by you, and you would never have 
a clue. 

How can you spot the bad ones?
The biggest mistake women make 
is wearing them too far forward 
and pulling it too far down on their 
forehead. That’s a dead giveaway. 
Unfortunately, a lot of the stock wigs 
have way too much hair in them. And 
women who buy them are often elderly 
women who have probably never had 
that much hair in their life. It just looks 
really odd to see an 80-year-old woman 
with a really thick head of hair.

What’s the deal with Donald 
Trump’s hair? 
I suspect he has really crappy hair to 
start with. It might be the type that 
when it’s cut short, it tends to somewhat 
disappear, which means it’s very fine 
and thin to start with. Howard Stern’s 
hair would look horrible on him.

on the job WIG stYLIst

LIsa Lange, 40
“I had a teacher who refused  

to use my correct name.
Every report card from fourth 

grade has Betsy, Elizabeth
or Emily on it.” 

CHrIsTIan 
vanDerIeT, 41
“In nursing school,

my teacher pulled me in
her office to tell me she 

thought my gold shiny shoes 
were inappropriate.

I mean, it was the ’90s.”

garreTT ausTIn, 20
“I had a teacher who within 

five minutes would send four 
or five people out of the room 

for crazy things. Someone 
sneezed once, and she sent 

him out.”

MarIaH keLLy, 18 
“One teacher sat on a stool 

over me and ate salmon 
while I was taking a test.
He was cool outside of 

class but really strange.”

CHrIs sanDers, 40
“I had a teacher in high 
school who fell asleep 
often. We would wait
for him to wake up,

and he would pick up
where he left off.”

What was your worst 
experience with  

a teacher?
+ SHEA ROLL
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