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The word veteran evokes different 
images for people. Some might think 
of grandparents who served in WWII. 
Others might think of parents or siblings 
who served in Vietnam. And many more 
think of friends and family who are in Iraq 
or Afghanistan. However, most students’ 
thoughts probably don’t turn to classmates.

Vox wanted to know what the veterans 
at MU look like. Through the MU Veterans 
Center, we  learned about the veteran 
community on campus and connected with 
members of the Mizzou Student Veterans 
Association, who are thriving on our 
campus as a tightknit community. These 
members offered to tell their stories. After 
a month of interviews, videos and photo 
shoots, we have compiled 11 profiles that 
provide a glimpse of what it feels like to be a 
veteran among a student population.

Many of the vets we interviewed say 
they feel old among traditional students. 
As a graduate student in my late 20s, I can 
relate. They say they often take classes 
more seriously than freshmen who just 

want to party, which I also understand. But 
that’s where the similarities end. I haven’t 
been to war or learned discipline through 
a regimented schedule. Although not all of 
them served in combat, these veterans have 
experienced military life, which sets them 
apart from their peers — including me — 
in many ways. They all have transitioned 
from being in the service to being in the 
classroom, and that’s not an easy task.

Our profiles that begin on Page 10 and 
continue online (at voxmagazine.com/ 
veterans) with an extensive multimedia 
project illustrate what our young veterans 
look like, how they handle life on a campus 
after life in the military and how they 
continue to serve their country.
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Meet Columbia’s siblings. Find out 
how sister cities in China, Korea, 
Japan, the Republic of Georgia 
and Romania compare to CoMo.
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Need a break from summer 
storms? Vox’s summer picks, 
including the final Harry Potter 
installment, can help.

MuSic • 8
Brooklyn’s finest use a synth. 
Yeasayer, a three-piece indie 
band, visits Columbia after 
releasing its sophomore album, 
Odd Blood.
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Lisa Bartlett creates mixed-media 
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owner and passionate painter.
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CORRECTION: The Rev. John Yonker was educated in a traditional seminary, 
graduating in 1972 with a Master’s of Divinity from Texas Christian University. 
A photo and caption featuring Yonker in the May 19 issue of Vox implied that 
he was ordained online.
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Patriotic playlist
honor past and present veterans 
by listening to Vox’s Memorial Day 
song picks.

don’t be a drag
Just be a queen. Vox reviews Lady 
Gaga’s sophomore album, Born This 
Way.

Movie review: The Hangover 
Part ii
Three friends jump back into 
their roofied, wildly entertaining 
shenanigans but this time, in 
Bangkok.

vox
m a g a z i n e

t h e  v o i c e  o f  c o l u m b i a

05.26.11

Wands to the ready for summer movies | page 7

back basicsto
leave military life and get
mu student veterans

Yeasayer synthesizes its style | page 8

bAck To 
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  10
Reacclimating to civilian life can 
be tough. MU’s young veterans 
get support and assistance, find 
friendships and form a community 
with help from the Missouri 
student Veterans Association.
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