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The tablet wars have begun as more devices try to one-
up Apple’s iPad 2. Vox examines some of the newer offerings 
for readers who want to catch up on Stephen King’s latest 
book while honing their Angry Birds skills.
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 Apple iPad 2
Cost: Starting at $499 for 16 GB Wi-Fi; $629 for AT&T 
or Verizon 3G capabilities + Wi-Fi
Screen: 9.7 inches, 1024 x 768 resolution
Weight: 1.33 pounds Wi-Fi, 1.35 pounds 3G + Wi-Fi
OS: iOS 4
Pros: The design is slim and sleek, and Apple offers color 
covers that convert to stands for $39 through apple.com. 
The App Store boasts more than 65,000 apps, which makes 
reading, productivity and procrastination even easier. Few 
competitors operate as fluidly as the iPad 2. Unlike other 
tablets, it comes in white or black and has 10 different color 
options for the cover/stand.
Cons: Although front and rear cameras record in high 
definition, the quality lags behind other tablets. It’s lighter 
than its predecessor but still heavier than most of its 
competition.

 BlackBerry PlayBook
Cost: $499 for 16 GB Wi-Fi
Screen: 7 inches, 1024 x 600 resolution
Weight: 0.94 pounds
OS: BlackBerry Tablet OS
Pros: BlackBerry’s tablet reads, surfs and plays with the 
best of them. The device’s best feature is its ability to record 
in 1080p high-definition video with front and rear cameras, 
a great option for those who want to see if the movie is as 
good as the book.
Cons: A 4G model is slated for release later this year, but 

it’s restricted to Wi-Fi for now. Although additional features 
can be shared between the tablet and a BlackBerry phone, 
the tablet-to-phone features are limited. Also, the menus 
require a learning curve, and there’s no built-in email client. 

 Motorola Xoom
Cost: $599 for 32 GB Wi-Fi; $799.99 for Verizon 3G 
capabilities + Wi-Fi
Screen: 10.1 inches, 1280 x 800 resolution
Weight: 1.56 pounds Wi-Fi, 1.61 pounds 3G
OS: Android 3.0 (Honeycomb)
Pros: With Adobe Flash Player, 4G capability, a beefy OS 
and access to an ever-growing Android app market, there’s 
a lot of horsepower and versatility behind this screen. The 
interface feels specifically tailored for tablet use, as there’s a 
noticeable speed and ease when switching from app to app. 
Motorola promises approximately 10 hours of battery life.
Cons: Although it’s a bit too bulky to hold for long periods 
of time, its large screen and reading apps will tempt those 
wanting to delve into the latest novel. It’s expensive, but the 
graphics and versatility make this tablet a potential iPad 
rival for those who can fork over the dough.

 Nook Color
Cost: $249 for 8 GB Wi-Fi
Screen: 7 inches, 1024 x 600 resolution
Weight: 0.99 pounds
OS: Android 2.2 upgrade available
Pros: The new Android OS knocks off the e-reader’s 
training wheels and expands the pseudo-tablet’s Web 
capabilities by adding Adobe Flash Player, email and an app 
store. Like the iPad 2, the Nook will even tuck the kids in at 
night with its Read to Me bedtime stories app in full color — 
but in a smaller, more manageable size. The number of books 
available from the Barnes & Noble-backed app store adds a 

silver lining for those seeking an e-reader first and a tablet 
second.
Cons: It does not allow for direct download from the 
Android market, and the app store only has about 130 
choices. Its poor battery life and diminutive frame are other 
knocks on the Nook.

 Samsung Galaxy Tab
Cost: $349.99 16 GB Wi-Fi; price varies with 3G 
capabilities from major carriers
Screen: 7 inches, 1024 x 600 resolution
Weight: 0.83-0.85 pounds, depending on carrier
OS: Android 2.2
Pros: This is one of the more portable tablets on the 
market. All major networks carry the device, so data plans 
are flexible. The Android market offers a multitude of apps 
including those for gaming and reading. Also, tilting the 
device doesn’t affect the color intensity as it does for other 
tablets. Best of all, it fits easily in one hand for those who 
frequently read or play on the go. 
Cons: Its biggest detriment is a lack of easily accessible 
brightness control — something that becomes more 
noticeable when reading the device in different lights.

Tablet 
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Vox compares five fresh 
gadgets by taking a look 
behind the screens
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Words only go so far when 
it comes to trying out digital 
devices. For a more tablet-
like experience, check out 
video tutorials online at 
VoxMagazine.com.O N l i N e


