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editor’s letter

departments
InsIght • 3
Local coffee drinkers are noticing 
a spike in prices, but vendors have 
strategies to keep customers coming 
back for another cup.

Scene • 5
The smaller, the better. Many 
Columbia restaurants are following 
a national trend of mini foods and 
desserts.  

MuSic • 6
Indie darling Yo La Tengo keeps itself 
relevant after 27 years and 12 albums. 
Read how Monday’s show at The Blue 
Note will be determined by the spin of 
a wheel.

bookS • 12
Norm Benedict’s novel, Thumbs Up, V 
for Victory, I Love You, tells the story 
of growing up in Columbia during and 
after World War II.

endnoteS • 13
A Conversation With makes its debut, 
featuring Carrie Hargrove, a local 
environmentalist and urban farmer 
who wants to see CoMo go green.

calendar • 14

filM fare • 15

Weigh in on our poll. Visit VoxMagazine.com to vote.

What is your favorite thing about weddings?

Voxmagazine.com
online eXcluSiVeS
artistic edibles
Cake decorating requires more 
than just tasty recipes. Check out 
how these local bakers style their 
creations.

laid-back literature
Craving a good poolside read? Vox 
has the summer’s 10 hottest book 
releases.
 
Movie review: Green lantern
If you can’t get enough superhero 
cinema or Ryan Reynolds eye candy, 
read Vox’s take on this big screen 
comic book adaptation. 

on the    
road aGain   8
Dennis Thompson lost an arm, 
a leg and his sight, but he has 
gained a new perspective. He 
shares his story about what 
got him riding again after a 
motorcycle accident. 
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Yo La Tengo plays it by ear  | pg. 6

Petite feasts, big flavor | pg. 5 

Costly cup of Joe | pg. 4

Once given a one 
percent chance of 
survival, motorcyclist
Dennis Thompson 
recovered and rides again

i once tried to find a cryptozoologist 
in Columbia. In case you were wondering, 
there either aren’t any or they are hiding. 
That was just one of many quirky 
professions I tried to find as an Endnotes 
editor this spring. 

On October 11, 2007, the Endnotes 
department started the On the Job 

section with a taxi driver. Since then, Vox 
has profiled Columbians in all sorts of 
occupations, such as a DNA scientist, a 
pinball wizard, a makeup tattoo artist, a 
Ragtag projectionist, a mortician, a chimney 
sweep and a septic tank repairman. 

For editors, it has been like a treasure 
hunt to find people with interesting jobs. 
For reporters, it has served as a lesson in 
how to guide sources in lengthy interviews. 
For readers, the Q&As have provided a look 
into how ordinary Columbians pass a large 
portion of their days. 

Although it has been an educational 
four-plus years for everyone, we felt as if 
people were being excluded because their 
activities, interests or relevance were not 

part of their nine-to-five jobs. Because of 
these missed opportunities, we’ve renamed 
this section “A Conversation With.” The 
Q&A format will be the same, but with the 
new title, we can now profile people for 
many reasons outside of their professions. 

We hope to showcase people who are 
making contributions to the community. 
Carrie Hargrove, whom we feature in this 
week’s A Conversation With (Page 13 and 
extended online), is a perfect example. She is 
an urban farmer who is dedicated to making 
herself and Columbia more environmentally 
friendly. Each week, we hope to find more 
people like her. If you know someone who 
should be featured in this department, please 
email us at vox@missouri.edu.
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