
ONLINE EXCLUSIVES
A Fugue good books
Scott Meiner, general manager at 
The Blue Fugue, tells Vox about his 
literary favorites. 

Hamming it up
The Judging of Hams is not a 
super-pretentious novel; it’s exactly 
what it sounds like. See the event 
online in a photo gallery. 

Movie review: Captain America: 
The First Avenger
Chris Evans plays a man who 
becomes part of an experiment that 
turns him into a super soldier. 
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KEEp ON 
TrUCKIN’

  10>
Midway Auto  Truck Plaza is the 
subject of  Travel Channel’s new 
show Truck Stop Missouri. 
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Anyone who knows me can confirm 
that I have an addiction to television. I 
consume ridiculous amounts of it. I’m often 
asked how I am able to get things done, 
watch all my shows and still have time to 
sleep. To be honest, I’m not sure either, but 
any extra time I have is devoted to Hulu, 
Netflix or whatever is on cable. 

I’ll watch nearly anything, except when 
it comes to reality shows. I like reality game 
shows such as Survivor or Amazing Race, 
and I like semi-reality dramas such as Real 
Housewives. I draw the line with “real” 
reality shows such as Storage Wars. However, 
a new show on the Travel Channel is causing 
me to cross the line into “real” reality show 
territory.

On August 3, I will be tuning into 
Travel Channel to watch the premiere of 
Truck Stop Missouri. The program shows 
what life is like at Boone County’s own 
Midway Auto Truck Plaza, located three 
minutes west of Columbia. It’s always fun to 
see places you know on TV, and I’m excited 
because I have an affinity for truck stops.

When I’m traveling long distances, I 
make many detours, and the best places are 
always truck stops. I like the large selection 
of candy and fountain drink machines, 
people-watching at the cafe and the cleaner-
than-average bathrooms. 

Truck stops have an interesting appeal 
because of the opportunity to see colorful 
characters. Midway truck stop is no 
different. Our feature (Page 10) explores the 
truck stop through the eyes of its employees. 
They have witnessed a car crashing into 
the wall, a woman insisting Indiana is west 
of Missouri and even a Jesus look-alike. 
Although watching the show isn’t the same 
as being there, I can’t wait to tune in and see 
the reality show version of Midway.

editor’s letter

weigh in on our poll. visit voxMagazine.com to vote.

Who is your favorite fictional pig?
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departments
InsIght • 3
when it comes to wildfires, Boone 
County firefighters are regular smoke 
busters.  

SCENE • 4 
At the Boone County Fair’s Judging of 
Hams event, the competitors are dead 
meat. literally.  

MUSIC • 6 
dJ nick Meyer, aka dr. Awkward, turns 
out dubstep beats that are anything 
but awkward.  

ArTS • 7 
PACE’s kids and young adults take on 
Les Misérables, the famous musical full 
of action, romance and social injustice.  

BOOKS • 14 
Author Molly Birnbaum, an aspiring 
chef, lost her sense of smell. read a 
review of her memoir, Season to Taste, 
which chronicles her experience.  

ENdNOTES • 17 
Alison Caselman is a champion trap 
shooter, but when she’s not working 
on her aim, she’s studying to be an art 
education teacher. 

CALENdAr • 18 

FILM FArE • 19
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Go hog wild for ham judging | page 4 

Fearless firefighters | page 3  

Hey, Mr. DJ| page 6vox
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ShiftingGears
Employees at Midway Auto Truck Plaza 

prepare for life as reality television stars

gET yOUr 
“OM” ON   8

if you’re in the mood for a little 
tranquility, check out vox’s 
guide to yoga studios. 


